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The paper:
Karl Marx. America. It is assumed the two do not go together. But in fact, thinking about the
two together gives a more intimate portrait of Marx's ideas, and a clearer picture of American
history. Andrew Hartman brings these two seemingly irreconcilable ideas—Marx and America—
together to better understand the historical cycles of American capitalism. To read and think
about Karl Marx is to grapple with the modern world that capitalism has made. This includes
modern America—especially modern America. Because the United States is the nation in world
history most committed to capitalism, and because Marx is the world's most enduring theorist
of capitalism, Marx is a veritable American alter ego. This lecture will explore the meaning of
Americans reading and thinking about Marx from 1861, when Marx made waves across the
Atlantic with his astute analysis of the U.S. Civil War, to the present, when Marx is on many
American horizons yet again.
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