The Author

Richard Bourke 1s Professor of the History of Political Thought in the School of
History at Queen Mary University of London. He has written on enlightenment
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Lite of Edmund Burke will appear with Princeton University Press early i 2015.

The Paper

Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France proved to be one of the most
resilient and controversial nterpretations of 1789. By the time 1t appeared in
November 1790, Burke had been wrestling with the significance of those events for just
over a year. What does the evidence surviving from this period tell us about the
development of his thought on the Revolution? This paper reconstructs Burke’s
arguments from the pre-Reflections period to help us understand the character of what
became a classic account of events in France. Towards this end, Burke’s views
revolution, religion and reform more generally will be explored, touching on events in

Britain, America, India.
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