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The paper will explore the intellectual and textual strategies employed by two prominent
humanist theologians responding to what they perceive as the rise of ‘Machiavellian’
doctrine in early modern Spanish politics. The focus is on the political theology of Juan
de Mariana SJ (1535-1624) and Juan Márquez OSA (1565-1621). Both authors want to
take the wind of the sails of the Florentine vessel by shifting the boundaries of orthodox
political ethics towards the needs and expectations of the secular political elite. Each in
his own way, they seek to achieve this goal by adjusting the ways in which
contemporaries think and talk about politics. By adjusting the linguistic and conceptual
parameters of political thought, Márquez and Mariana hope to recover lost ground for a
scholarly theology increasingly criticised for its apparent failure to provide moral
guidance reflecting the actual reality of imperial politics. The stakes are high, as the
valimiento of the duke of Lerma (1598-1617) is beginning to posit specific challenges to
the role and status of the church of Castile in Spanish politics.

Juan de Mariana has been condemned and commended in equal measure for his treatise
De rege et regis institutione (Toledo, 1599). Not long after its publication, book and
author were blamed for the assassination of Henri IV of France (1610). Modern
Historians of political thought, in turn, have come to consider Marianaa ‘humanist
precursor of modern constitutionalism’ – and his treatise a radical development of
scholastic constitutional thinking, especially regarding the right of the private individual
to resist and even kill a legitimate prince acting tyrannically. Yet the language of
medieval scholastic constitutionalism is merely one of several Mariana employs to
harness the power of Machiavellian doctrine in the service of the church of Castile. In
fact, the infamous discussion of tyrannicide is meant to be read and understood not in
legal or constitutional terms, but in those of political prudence and education. Here is a
thinker remarkable for his ingenious manipulation of political languages as well as his
sobering and eminently practical assessment of the ethics of realpolitik.

Juan Márquez has been one of the most popular Spanish political authors of the first half
of the seventeenth century. Like Mariana, his El governador christiano takes up the
‘challenge of Machiavelli’ - but promises to do so with a difference. Fray Juan’s grand
plan is to establish Holy Writ as the sole source of principles of statecraft and practical
political advice. While Mariana became something of a bête noire to defenders of



monarchical power outside Spain, Márquez caused unease by making vernacular exegesis
of a sacred but notoriously difficult and obscure text the point of reference for ambiguous
political advice. Yet Márquez also threw down the gauntlet to those demanding that
political decisions be made on the basis of natural reason inspired by historical and
political experience rather than Christian doctrine tightly controlled by the masters of
theological expertise. The debate is about power and agency as much as it is about the
nature and content of political advice.
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