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Jill Frank is Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of the 

Classics in Contemporary Perspectives Initiative at the University of South Carolina, 
Columbia. She researches and teaches ancient and modern political theory, 
specialising in the texts and contexts of the classical world with a view to enriching 
contemporary democratic theory and practice. Having published A Democracy of 
Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics (Chicago, 2005), and articles on 
ancient political theory, she is currently writing a book on authority focused on the 
dialogues of Plato. "The Power of Persuasion in Plato" is part of a chapter of this 
book. 
 

The paper 
 

Against the view that the goal of Plato’s dialogs on rhetoric is to displace 
rhetoric by and/or subordinate it to philosophy, "The Power of Persuasion in Plato" 
reads these dialogs as articulating a philosophy of rhetoric or a rhetorical philosophy. 
Attending to these dialogs’ varying representations of persuasion, this paper focuses 
on the Republic to elaborate a mode of persuasion that, by way of what Socrates calls 
"free and beautiful conversations," may, like the dialog's account of philosophy, bring 
about justice in the souls of speakers and listeners alike and in their city. 
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