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The paper:

The paper delineates a shift towards technocracy in British imperial discourse in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries by reconstructing strategies of imperial legitimation and their implications for
the conceptualization of large-scale political orders. The analysis of British imperial visions and
Roman analogies in the decades after 1870 reconstructs a notion of empire that differs substantially
from those discussed in recent debates on liberalism and empire: a concept of empire that 1s not
civilizing and universalist, but hierarchical, technocratic, and spatially hmited. The Roman
archetype supplies a justificatory framework for an imperial model that defines itself not through
republican virtue, but trough output legitimacy, and that converges with ruling techniques of the
modern state.



