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The paper:  
 
This paper attempts to provide a revised context for the writing and reception of Giambattista 
Vico’s La scienza nuova (1725, 1730, 1744). On the basis of extensive archival research, it locates 
the publication of Vico’s work against the backcloth of significant change to the curriculum in 
moral philosophy (‘Ethics’) in the University of Naples, particularly in the manuscripts of 
Celestino Galiani (1681-1753), rector of the University (1732-53), and the Elementa 
metaphysicae (1743) of Antonio Genovesi (1713-69), the University professor of moral 
philosophy (1746-54), and professor of commerce and mechanics (1754-69), who reputedly 
taught as many as thirty thousand students between 1746 and 1769.  
 
 
 


