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Fred Neuhouser received his Ph.D. in 1988 from Columbia University and since then has
held positions at Harvard University, the University of California, and Cornell
University. He's the author of two books, Fichte's Theory of Subjectivity and Actualizing
Freedom: Foundations of Hegel's Social Theory. He's just completed a new book,
Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition
(Oxford, 2008) on the centrality of amou- propre in Rousseau's social, political, and
moral philosophy. The present paper is closely related to the concerns of that book,
though it isn't a part of it. It originated as a talk he was invited to give to a Philosophy of
Education colloquium at Teachers College, Columbia University.

The texts of Rousseau's that figure most prominently in this paper are Emile and the
Social Contract.
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