
Peter S. Onuf, Thomas Jefferson Foundation Professor in the Corcoran Department of 
History, University of Virginia, and Harmsworth Professor of American History at 
University of Oxford (2008-9), specializes in the history of the early American republic.  
Educated at Johns Hopkins University, where he received his Ph.D. in 1973, Onuf taught 
at Columbia University, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, and Southern Methodist 
University before coming to Virginia in 1990.  His recent work on Thomas Jefferson’s 
political thought, culminating in Jefferson’s Empire: The Language of American 
Nationhood (University Press of Virginia, 2000)  and The Mind of Thomas Jefferson 
(2007, also Virginia), grows out of earlier studies on the history of American federalism, 
foreign policy, and political economy.  With his brother, political theorist Nicholas G. 
Onuf, Onuf published Nations, Markets, and War: Modern History and the American 
Civil War (2006), the sequel to their collaboration, Federal Union, Modern World 
(Madison House, 1990), a history of international law and order in the Atlantic states’ 
system during the Age of Revolutions and early nineteenth century.  Onuf is also one of 
the authors, with Edward L. Ayers, of All Over the Map: Rethinking Region and Nation 
in the United States. (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), the editor of Jeffersonian 
Legacies (1993), co-editor of Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson: History, Memory, 
and Civic Culture (1999) and The Revolution of 1800: Democracy, Race, and the New 
Republic (2002), all published by Virginia, and co-author (with Leonard Sadosky) of  
Jeffersonian America (Basil Blackwell’s, 2001). 
 
“Federalism, Democracy, and Liberty in the New American Nation” was drafted for a 
Liberty Fund Conference organized by Jack P. Greene on “The Transmission of the 
English Libertarian Heritage Overseas, 1600 to 1900.”  Though it is a broadly synthetic 
essay, Onuf frequently cites Jefferson’s writings, available online at University of 
Virginia’s Jefferson Digital Archive  
 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/jefferson/texts/
 
Themes in this essay will be further developed in Onuf’s work-in-progress on “Thomas 
Jefferson and the Origins of American Democracy,” the title of his Inaugural Lecture at 
Oxford on November 11. 
 
Further reading: 
 
The five volumes of The Founders’ Constitution are available on the University of 
Chicago Press website: http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/
 
James Roger Sharp’s review of Jefferson’s Empire in the American Historical Review: 
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr/106.5/br_51.html
 
Holly Brewer’s review of Jefferson’s Empire on H-Net 
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=4864
 
Peter S. Onuf, “From Colony to Territory: Changing Concepts of Statehood in 
Revolutionary America” Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 97, No. 3 (Autumn, 1982), pp. 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/jefferson/texts/
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr/106.5/br_51.html
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=4864


447-459, Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2149994.  
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