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The paper: 
 
The 1918-19 German Revolution forced an abrupt moment of decision among German 
socialists in the question of ‘social reform or revolution’. This article traces the arguments of 
Eduard Bernstein, the founder of ‘reformism’, on the lessons Social Democracy should draw 
from the events of the Revolution and the transition from Kaiserreich to the Weimar Republic. 
It argues that Bernstein makes significant advances on his early reformism in his post-Revolution 
writings, and explores his analysis of several themes: his refinement of the concept of ‘revolution’; 
his critique of Bolshevism; and his comments on the importance of strategic unity among 
progressive movements. 
 
 


