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The Paper 

Liberal thought over the past hundred years has been understood in a variety of ways, as 
'classical', as welfarist and, increasingly in contemporary times, as 'cosmopolitan'. This paper 
examines a very different way of seeing liberal politics: a dystopic liberalism that finds powerful 
expression in the work of writers like Raymond Aron and Judith Shklar. In this paper, I examine 
the influences on this 'dystopic' liberalism, outline its major themes and assess both its influence 
and its coherence. 


