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The Paper

Statelessness, or the condition of being without a legally recognized nationality, first 

became a category of international legal analysis and an object of humanitarian action after 

the First World War. This paper examines the role of statelessness in political and legal 

arguments in the interwar period. It argues that liberal internationalist legal scholars 

presented statelessness as fundamental to their theoretical reconceptualization of law and 

political order and that it was particularly important for the argument that individuals- 

rather than states—could be the direct subjects of international law. In their efforts to 

stabilize the postwar order bureaucrats at the League of Nations, by contrast, codified 

legal categories, including refugees and the stateless to manage population upheaval but 

sought to check cosmopolitan ambitions.


