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In this paper, she analyzes the Abstract and the Judgment of the Plan for Perpetual 
Peace of M. l’abbé de Saint Pierre, written by Rousseau around 1756. Far from being 
alien to his central concerns as a philosopher, Rousseau's critical examination of Saint-
Pierre's works was integral to the project of his 'Political Institutions'. In the Abstract, 
Rousseau subjects Saint-Pierre's texts to profound revision: not only does he condense 
and reorder the arguments, employing rigorous rationalization and abstraction; he puts 
forward a completely new conception of Europe, which Saint-Pierre by no means 
included in his Plan. Rousseau's genius does not appear only in his ability to convey the 
spirit of the swollen text he was given to read; he manages to draw out the founding 
principle of Saint-Pierre's thought – that is, a form of utilitarianism and 'rational choice 
theory' applied to international relations. This is the theory that will be his target in the 
Judgment. 
 


