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The author
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The paper

In 1660 Elizeus Weyerstraten, agent of the famous publisher Johannes Janssonius of Amsterdam,
arrived at the gates of Rome on a sales trip. At the customs house his massive shipment of books
was confiscated and delivered to the Holy Office, setting in motion the gears of bureaucratic
censorship. Based on a unique trove of previously unstudied archival records, this paper examines
the Dutch booksellers’ encounter with Catholic censorship, focusing on two scientific works that
garnered particular interest: the famous Celestial Atlas of Cellarius, which depicted the Copernican
theory, and the Atlas Minor of Gerard Mercator, popular for its maps, but problematic for its
ethnographic content, including accounts of Protestant and Catholic religious practices. The
episode demonstrates the strong ties that continued to connect Italian and northern European
scholarship in the decades after Galileo’s condemnation, and reveals the existence of a surprisingly

friendly, even collaborative relationship between Protestant booksellers and Roman iquuisitors.
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